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majority of the members of the Committee) considered the offi-
cials to have perverted minds incapable of understanding the
proud spirit of Bengal, of understanding the agony of educated
India which knew by instinct the wants of the masses more truly
than the officials in spite of their winter picnics amongst them,
and of knowing that Indians would not be guilty of such diabolical
unmanliness as General Dyer in his unsoldier-like manner thought
us to be. We then used to think the officials were \vrong in over-
riding the people's wishes even though the latter might be in
error. We argued to our complete satisfaction, that we were the
best judges of our own condition. But now a change has come
over some of us. Some of us occupy the position analogous to
that of the officials. These consider themselves to be "trustees"
for the ignorant masses who are being misled by visionaries, if not
also by unscrupulous agitators, and therefore in the teeth of their
stubborn opposition (ignorant it may be), they carry on "re-
formed'5 legislatures, suppress a revolt in Malabar by sacrificing
precious blood although we have offered men ready to go to
Malabar unarmed and persuade the Moplahs to stop their mad
career of pillage and plunder. They sincerely believe that by so
doing they are serving the country.
Thus we are no better than before; probably, if not certainly,
we are much worse off. For now there is not only a foreign bureau-
cracy to cope with, but we have also a national bureaucracy to
contend against. Well has Lala Lajpat Rai remarked in his force-
ful analysis of the report, that what we want is not a change of
masters but a change of the system, a change in the relations bet-
ween the people and the state. The latter must represent the
people or be ended. The Reason for the strange phenomenon dis-
closed in the report is to be found in the fact, that the non-offi-
cial members are irresponsible but they sincerely feel that they
know our interests better than we, How can any tinkering there-
fore answer the aspirations of a people that are awakened and are
prepared to suffer for what they understand to be their rights?
Tmng India, 6-10-1921